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70 Henry Stonecaſtle, Eſq; Spettator-General, 
Worthy Sir, 


| Aving for many weighty Reaſons, me thereunto moving, made and drawn up my 
Recantation, I thought myſelf indiſpenſably obliged to publiſh it, that the Anti- 
dote might be as general as the Poyſon diffuſed by my laſt Tear's Eſtimate, But, 


indeed, I have delay'd it ſome Months for want of a proper Perſon to inſcribe” it to. Your 


Diſcourſe of Saturday laſt, bas not only haſteu'd me to do it, for fear of falling under 
your Cenſure as an obſtinate Batchelor, but has drawn on you this Trouble, 


T preſume, Sir, ſince I ſo readily join in your Sentiments, and ſubmit to your Injun- 
Fions, you will not refuſe the Protection due to one who fights under your Banner. 


The Contempt of Matrimony in either Sex is big with the greateſt Evils. It is @ 
melancholy Conſideration that Eight Hundred Thouſand Females ſhould lie uncultivated, and 
be reduced to petition. your Aſſiſtance z no wonder the Britiſh Name is Jefs terrible than 
formerly. The remedying this Deeds, as you obſerve, would be a moſt popular Af, and be 
a Means to free the Adminiſtration from that unaccountable Noiſe and Clamour rais'd 
againſt them, veſtore the Britiſh Glory, and the Balance of Europe to our hands. As 
the warlike Nations of the Goths, Vandals, c. indiſputably o d their Numbers and 
Conqueſts to their prudent Management of the Women, ſo do we our Degeneracy to the lux- 
urious, ſelf-intereſted and unnatural Cuſtoms which now prevail, 


The Wiſdom of the Jewiſh Oeconomy was ſeen in excuſing the new-amarried Men from the 
Wars the firſt Year, and that of the Romans, in encouraging the Fathers of a numerous 
Family, and loading their Batchelors with Offices and Fines. Me have excellently: improved 
upon the Antients, even to Debauchery and Effeminacy ! So few enter into Matrimony in a 
State of Vigour, that our Race ſeems to be emaſcaated. *Tis high time to put your Propo- 
ſition in practice, and diſqualify by a Law all unmarry'd Men from holding any Poſt of 
Truſt, &c. or ſitting in Parliament ( for what Regard can they have for Poſterity who 
are reſolved to leave none behind em) and to put upon troubleſome Offices, and fine 10 l. 
per Ann. all who ſhall remain Batchelors convict, after due Notice given; the ſaid Fines 


70 be diſpoſed of to thoſe who have the moſs numerous Offspring, or ſhall marry purely 


for Love. Certainly there never was more need of Encouragements to marry z nor can they 
be placed better than you have appointed. 1 


The Clauſe for transferring the Right of Courtſhip, as forfeited, from the Men to the 
other Sex, after the firſt Day of May next, is founded on Juſtice, and will prevent a pro- 
digious deal of Ceremony, ſo diſagreeable to ſome Men, as to deter them from any Attempt 
that Way. I am extreamly pleasd with it, and hope it will facilitate my Addreſſes. 


But to return to my Recantation 3 youll perceive, Sir, it is writ in Anſwer Io the 


Gentleman who made ſo agreeable an Offer as his Niece. I truſt that it will beto his 


and your Satisfaction; and that in caſe Honeſtus ſhould die, or not ſucceed, you'll admit 
ne to wait on your Ward Annabella, being not excluded by the Conditions you propoſed. 


I am, worſhipful SIR, Yours, Sc. 


John Single. 
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STR, 5 

Have at laſt maturely conſi- 
| der'd your Anſwer to my 
Eſtimate of the Expences of 
a Marriage Life, and happy 
had it been for me, had I confider'd 
ſooner. for then there would have been 


no juſt Occafion for the following Re- 


cantation : But ſo it was, the Spirit of 
Infatuation had poſſeſs d me, and'twas 
owing to a Delirium my Levity had 
brought me into, that I made ſo wrong 
a Calculation, 6 ; 

I always perſuaded myſelf, you 
were more attach'd to my Intereſt 


than to take the leaſt delight in ſee- 
ing me labour under any Misfor- 
tune; but ſome Part of your Anſwer 
was prophetical; and I now hear- 
tily wiſh, that I had married your 
Niece with nothing but the many 
Charms and Graces Nature has be- 


ſtow'd upon her. But ſince tis tov 
late, and ſhe is now become the Wife 


of another (more deſerving than my 
ſelf) that the numerous Race of tho 
Family of the SING LES, may not do 
as I have done, and thereby run the 
Rifque of being inevitably miſcrable, 
] hereby publickly revoke my former 
Eſtimate, and ſubjoin my Reaſons for 
recanting the ſame, in each Particular. 
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My former Eſtimate, as now re- 
view'd, ſtands as follows : 


You may remember, Sir, tothe Pro- 
poſal you made me, (for which I ac- 
knowledg'd the Obligation, becauſe I 


am ſure it gen N from your good 


Opinion of me) I return'd the fol- 
lowing Anſwer, viz. 

\ You propoſed that I ſhould marry 
your Relation with 2000 l. down; it 
was indeed a handſome Fortune, and 
ſuch, that I had the Modeſty to ſay, I 


did not deſerve, however, could not 


then accept of the Propoſal, becauſe 
the growing neceſſary Expences aroſe 
ſo frequently, and fo falſely to my 
View, that I muſt own whenever I 
had Thoughts of Matrimony they 
(contrary to my Inclination) deterr'd 
me from entring into that agreeable 
State. 


. 

I faid, that I liv'd in Chambers, 
which coſt me 121. 105. a Year, but 
when married I muſt take a Houſe, 
which I could not have ſuitable to me 
and my Buſineſs under 501. which 
would be a Yearly Increaſe in Houſe- 
Rent only, 37/. 10s, 

1 confeſs I ought to retrad this firſt 
Article, in as much as having a gen- 
reel Employment to carry on, tis fit the 


Situation of my Abode ſhould be in a 


publick reputable Place, ſuitable to the 
Emergency of my Afﬀairs, and what my 
Dealers and Correſpondents look for : 


So that the Rent of 50 l. per Ann. for 


a Houſe, where a diſcreet Wife is left 


in my Abſence to manage its Affairs, 


is not ſo frightful an Increaſe, as 1 
imagin d : Beſides the Reputation J 


ſhall bear among the more eſtimable 


Part of Mankind, I ſhall have the Con- 
ſolation of being receiv'd with all the 
endearing Nn es of a Woman, 


whoſe ſole Delight will be to ſoothe the 


Cares of Life, and to bear my Secrets 


inthe Cabinet of her Breaſt, My Houſe 


will then become a kind of a Palace to 
me, and I ſhall be, as it were, Lord 
of a little Common- wealth; my Credit 
will riſe in proportion; my Burden be 
eas'd, and my own Share of it a plea- 
ſant Diverſion, Nay, all the Felicities 
of a Marriage State, will add freſh Vi- 
gour to my Days, and a ſecret Satis- 
faction in doing what I am enjoin d to 

by Divine and Natural Obligations. 


II. 

Church, Window and Poor's Taxes, 
with other neceſlary Rates, as a Pari- 
ſhioner ought to pay, I computed at 910. 

As this is a very ridiculous Ar- 
ticle, bighly deſtrudt ive to all Com- 
munities whatever; I muſt revoke it, 
knowing for certain, that as nothing 
can preſerve the Human Structure of a 
private Body, but a free Circulation of 
the Blood and Spirits, ſo in Bodies Po- 
litick, every Member ſhould aid and aſ- 
fiſt each other, left the Conſtitution in 
general languiſh and decay. Thoſe 
Batchelors, therefore, who live in 4 
State of Celibacy purely to ſave Charges, 
are like Caterpillarsin a State, and ought 
ro be fined according to their Circum- 

ſtances, as Mr. Spectator propoſes. 


III. 

Expences of Tea, Coffee, China, 
Cc. yearly, I rated at 121. 
The Wages for a Man and two Maid- 
Servants, &c. above what I paid my 
Bedmaker, 17 J. 10s _ „ 

Coach and Chair-Hire for my Wife 
to make Viſits, Gc. with Expences at- 


tending her Diverſions, 7 l. 


The preceding Articles, as they are 
Diſcretionary, ſo they may be more or 
leſs, in proportion to the extravagant 
or frugal Temper either of Husband or 
Wife; wherefore I throw them aſide, 


as not juſtly to be inſiſted upon. 


I ſaid, I viſited the Play-houſe about 
once a Year, and in Complaiſance to 
my 
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my Wife, muſt wait on her, and par- 
take of thoſe Diverſions, (it not being 
proper ſhe ſhould go alone) which I 
moderately computed at 10.105. 
And who can I wait on better, or 
with more Safety, than my Spouſe, who 
beſt deſerves ſuch an Expence ? I own 
it therefore neceſſary, that Husband 
and Wife ſhould divert themſelves 
Abroad ſometimes, as Buſineſs will 
permit; aſſuring myſelf, that a Woman 
of Virtue (ſuch a one as your Relation 
1s) would not any ways appear chagrin 


, at her Husband's accompanying her to 


ſuch Places where there may be a Poſ- 
fibility of meeting with Intruders upon 
her Virtue. | 


V. 


T added for Coals, Candles, &c. an 


additional Expence of 13 J. per Ann. 
Be it ſo; I am now contented it 


ſhould A Batchelor's Fire is like a 


wooing Light, hardly to be ſeen or felt; 
the older he grows, the fainter it burns: 
Therefore f:nce Fire and Candles are 
very comfortable and neceſſary Articles 
in a Family, and that an Engliſhman's 
Fire is as good as a Frenchman's 
Feaſt, I own myſelf in an Error for 
inſerting them in my Eſtimate. 


VI. 

I computed my Wife's neceſſary 
wearing Apparel at 3ol. yearly. 

With a great deal of Juſtice, T con- 
feſs, I ought to be lampoond for this 
unneceſſary Article : what ! a Crown, 
and no Jewels in it > An Orb without 
Light; a Sun without Rays | a Ship 
without Rigging | ---- Alas! 30 l. per. 
Annum ovght not to be held in Compe- 
tition with the many blooming Charms 
and Graces of a tender, loving. and 
virtuous Wife : and tho all the Riches 
of the Indies can't add to her Worth, 
yet a Huſband that has a true Value 
for ſuch a Wife, will not think much 
of ſeeing her decorated with Apparel, 


becoming her Station; therefore I now 
alter my Opinion as to this Article, 
and think it highly neceſſary, for- my 


' Reputation Sake, and to demonſtrate 


the Efteem I have for a good IWVife. 
that there ſhall be nothing wanting in 
her neceſſary Apparel. 


VII. 6 

I intimated, That it coſt me 25 J. a 
Year in Dinners, and apprehended, 
that by the additional Charge of a 


Family, my Expences wou'd be in- 


creas'd, and I ſhould have the follow- 
ing yearly Bills to pay, viz. 


The Butcher, 351. Poulterer, 101. 
Fiſhmonger, 6 J. Herb-woman 71. 
The Oylman, 5 J. The Baker, 8 
The Brewer, 10 J. Grocer, 6 /. 
Confectioner 64. Cheeſemonger 4 J. 
Wine, Cyder, Gc. at about 307 
Fruiterer and Milk-woman, 21, 109% 
Salt, Small-Coal, Oatmeal, &c. 2 J. 


Theſe Bills added to the former 
Items will make the whole Sum 255 J. 
ſo that deducting thereout the 25 J. 
being the Charge of my Dinners, 
there will be a neceſſary additional 
Expence of 250 | per Ann. | 

To which 1 added a ſuppoſititious 
Article for Preſents of Rings, Jew- 
els, Snuff. Boxes, Tweezers, and Knick 
knacks, 5 J. 


As for theſe new Articles, which I 


frighten'd myſelf with, there is nothing 


in them ſo terrible as my firſt curſory 


Reflections form'd in my Imagination. 
I allow there is an additional Ex- 
pence, but methinks the Conſideration 
that it is ſo, ſhould be ſo far from gi- 
ving me any Uneaſmeſs, that I ſhoutd 
conceive a real Pleaſure in being rec- 
kon'd a Man of more extenſive Uſe- 
fulneſs, and a better Member of So- 
ciety than I could poſſibly be in a ſingle 
Life =——— More Hands . 

e 


— 


| 


| 
| 
1 


* 


ey” — — 


(6) 


be employ'd by the Increaſe of my Fa- 
mily, a greater conſumption of Manu- 
fattures, and ſomething more added to 
the King's Revenues. No doubt but 
there is ſome Satisfaction in being 
plac'd at the Head of a little Society, 
every Member whereof is under my 
Direction, ſubjeF to my Authority, and 
owe me Obedience. Beſides, what En- 
Joyment has a Batchelor in boarding 
up bis Money ? His Riches are of no 
Uſe to himſelf, nor of any Service To 
the Publick : He may indeed endeavour 
to perpetuate bis * by recommend- 
ing it to the Care of his Executors to 
repair Churches, build Hoſpitals, and 
lay out bis Wealth in Ads of Charity 
and Benevolence; but how often are 


ſuch Charities miſapplied, the Will of 


the Donor miſunderſtood, or inverted ; 
and even ſuppoſing a juſt Management, 
and a right Application of the Whole, 
yet how common is the RefleFion on 


ſuch Occaſions, He gave it becauſe he 


could keep it no longer ?---We are 


mightily oblig'd to him for his Be- 
nevolence, for could he have made 
any Uſe of it himſelf, we ſhould not 
have finger'd 2 ſingle Sous 

The imaginary Article of Preſents, 
if my Wife pleas d me, is ridiculous. 


What abſurd Notions, what whimſical 


Ideas do we, who have no Experience 


of the agreeable and refined Gratifi- 
cations of a married Life, form to our- 
ſelves of that State ! We make no 
Difference, no Diftinfion between a 
Wife and a Miſtreſs; betwixt one 
who values herſelf upon no other Ex- 
cellence but of Love, Good humour, 
and Complacence to us, and one whoſe 
Devotion to our Humours or Careſſes, 
ariſeth from no other Principle but 
that of Avarice. Can I grudge to be- 
ſtom the beſt DiſtinFions of my Favours 


on one who is continually endearin 


berſelf to me in the tendereſt Ezpre I 
frons of Love and Offices of Goodneſs e 


Sure it would be an Act of Injuſtice 


in me, to reckon my extraordinary Fa- 
vours to her, which her Merits ſo 
juſtly claim at my Hands, as Preſents 
or Gifts which ſhe would have no 
Title to but from my Generoſity. How 
much more reaſonable is ſuch a Bill, 
if it exceeded ten times the Sum, than 
a Bill which I had an accidental View 
of in a Brother- Batchelor's Hands, 
and which fer the Rarity of its Con- 
tents, and my own further Convifion 
{ have tranſcribed, and is as follows - 


To Mrs. Jabella Siitch Sempſtreſs, per An- 
num, 53 l. 

To Joan Sudds, the Laundreſs, 141. P. Ann. 

Toa Compolition with the Church-wardens 
and Overſeersof St. Andrew's Pariſh 121. 

Toa Treat for Ditto, 21. 25. 

To Mr. Silence the Surgeon, 24 /. 

To private Lodgings, 67. per Annum. 

To Jenny Finder, partly Charity, 4 /. 


To Epſom Waters, Sc. 3 l. 5 


To Vermicelly, Spirit of Clary, &c. 3 J. 

To occaſional Gratuities to Maid-Servants, 
9 a | 

To ſauntering at Coffee-houſes, and Loſs 
at Play, tor want of Company to come 
home to, 491. | | 

To Gilt Paper, pens, and Sealing-Wax, 
tor Billet-Deux, 1 /. ._ ** 9M 

To C-, for the Uſe of, The Kiffes of 
Secundus, The Nun in her Smock; &c. 41, 

To Mr. Jingle, for a Copy of Verſes to my 
Miſtreſs, to which by the Poet's Conſent 
I was to put my Name ; and to Dinners 
and Suppers for correcting, amending, 
and lengthening the ſaid Verſes, 4 J. 125. 

To extraordinary Expences in Cloaths on 
fooliſh Deſigns, 15 /. 

To V, and other reforming Conſtables, 
8 J. 85. 

To addreſſing among others, the handſome 
Widow near Temble-Bar, with no other 
Deſign than to be talk*d of, 10 l. 

In all, 218 J. 10s. 


XI. 


Tho I left out ſome of the above- 
named Articles in my Eftimate, I did 
not forget the Family Charge of a 
Doctor and Apothecary, whoſe Bills I 
computed at 5. per Ann. 


Wer 


J am really aſham'a of this Arti- 
cle. How is it poſſible I could forget 

+ myſelf, the variableneſs of my own 
Conſtitution, and the Frailty of human 
Nature 2 - Sad and woful Experience 
bas ſince taught me how ſatisfattory 
and agreeable the afſiduous Care and 
Faithful Aſſiſtance of a loving and 
tender Wife muſt be in Times of Pains 
and Sickneſs. It is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs how much I have ſuffer'd in the 
3 want of ſuch à Partner, ſuch a Com 
Forter in my Afiiftion. How have 1 
Feen teaz d, fatigued, and worrjed al. 
moſt to Death, with voracious and 
mercenary Nurſes, the extravagant 
Profuſeneſs of unfaithful Servants, 
and the Avarice of expecting Relations, 
who flock about a dying Man, like 


Crows hovering over an expiring Sheep. 


My Concerns in the World have ei- 


ther flood ſtill, or gone quite retro- 
rade, thro' the Miſmanagement or 
Unchifulneſs of thoſe whom I have 
appointed to take Care of them; and 
which would not have happen'd had 
they been under the Inſpection of one 
whoſe Intereſt wow'd be inſeparable 


from my Proſperity. 
R 


I continued my Calculation of rhe 
Expences of a married Life, by in 
ſtancing the Increaſe of my Charge 
by the Increaſe of my Family, from 
the Office of the Midwife to- the 
Correction of the School-maſter. 

But haue Ino Buſineſs in the World 
2 beſides Eating, Drinking, Sleeping, and 
\* amaſſing of Wealth « Did the wiſe 
\ Governour of the Univerſe, who has ap- 
pointed every thing, both living and 
# mnanimate, to ſome Purpoſe or other, 
end me of no Errand 2 Muſt I ſtand 
3 4 Cypher in the Creation? There's not 


& 2 Species of Creatures in the Brute 


7 World but what is obedient to the uni- 


2 verſal Law of Propagation. Nature 


demande it of us who ſtile ourſelves 


rational Beings, as well as the written 
Inſtitute of our ſovereign Law-piver, 
which expreſiy ſays, Increaſe and mul- 
tiply. Marriage Was ordain'd for 
many valuable Ends ;, net ſo much to 
gratify the Intemperance of Luſt, as 


the Increaſe of our Species, the mu- 


" tual Felicity of Man and Wife, and 


the harmonious Order of Civil Society 
in general. I will therefore no longer 


withſtand Conviftion ſo glaring and 


evident, but ſubmit to the DiFates of 
Nature and Reaſon, and conform ny 


future Behaviour to the preſent Senſe 
which I have of my Duty. 


VIII. 

I ſumm'd up my Eſtimate with the 
Charge ofa Pew in the Church, Waſh- 
ing, Mops, Brooms, the Furniture of 
my Houſe, which, together with all 
the aforeſaid Expences, would reduce 


my Wife's Fortune of 2cco/. to 


16501, which at 5 J. per Cent. is but 
821. 10s. Nay, I ſuppoſed the Inte- 
reſt to ſink to 4 per Cent, which would 
then be no more than 66 J. per Annum, 


So that I inferr'd from thence, that 


I ſhould be guilty of great Indiſcre- 
tion in marrying a Woman with that 
Fortune you propoſed, and therefore 


 tix'd my Reſolution to remain a Batch- 


elor till I could have a better Proſpect. 
I am now of another Mind, and mu! 
own, that I ſhall not only have an equa! 


Share of what is laid out in the Furni- + 


ture of my Houſe, when married, but 
be recommended to the more reputa- 
ble Part of Mankind, in having 4 
ſubſtantial Settlement in the World, 
whereby I (hall be deem a good Sub- 
je&, a uſeful Friend, and a Man of 
Virtue and Probity. My Alliances to 
Families of Merit and Diſtindlion, wil! 


enhanſe my Buſineſs, and conſequently 


my Income; and the Increaſe of niy Fa- 


mily will be the conveying my Name to 


lateſt Poſterity. So that every Circunt- 

ſtance in a married Life, with pru- 
} 
len. 
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dent Management, would (it eaſy upon 
me, and the Pleaſures of a Nuptial 
Bed be a ſufficient Equivalent for the 
Expences I ſhould have been at, provi- 
ded I had married your Neice, who now 
bleſſes the Arms of one more deſerving 
than my ſelf. | 

I therefore will conclude this Re- 
cantation, with thoſe immortal Lines 
of the ſublime Milton, and with which 
you clos'd your Anſwer to my Eſtimate, 
wiſhing they were applicable to m 
State, and reſolving to take the firſt 
Opportunity of making them ſo, viz. 


Hail wedded Love | myſterious Law | true 

Source | 

Ot human Offspring ! ſole Propriety, 

In Paradiſe, of all Things common elle ! 

By thee Adult rous Luft was driv'n from 
Man = 

Among the Beſtial Herds to range. By ihee 

Founded in Reaſon, loyal, juſt and pure; 

Relation dear ; and all the Charities 


Of Father, Son, and Brother, firſt were 


known ! 
Perpetual Fountain of Domeſtick Sweets! 


_ Here Love his golden Shafts employs; here 


lights | 

His conſtant Lamp, and waves his purple 
Wings ; 

Here reigns and revels----- 


And with theſe from Mr. Dryden, | 
When fix'd to one, Love ſafe at Anchor 
rides, | 
And dares the Fury of the Winds and Tides; 


But loſing once that Hold, to the wide 
Ocean borne, | 


It drives away at Will, to ev'ry Wave a 


Scorn. | 


* 


Adareſs to the Batchelors. 


And now, Gentlemen Batchelors, 
give me Leave to expoſtulate with 
you as Friends and Brethren, Let 
lznorance give Place to Conviction, 
and let your Converſion be the happy 


Conſequence of Arguments ſo plain 


and convincing, ſo powerful and co- 


gent as theſe which have ſo eſfeQually 
wrought a Change in my Notions. 
Be perſuaded by Reafon, and ſubmit 
to Demonſtration : Humble your 
ſtubborn Necks, and receive the ſilken 
Reins of gentle Love. Were you but 
ſenſible of the exquiſite Pleaſure there 
is in contemplating the Charms of 
Beauty, when we know ourſelves to 
be in full Poſſeſſion thereof, without 
any Dread or Apprehenſion of its 


y being violated in our Arms, or forced 


Did you but 


from our Embraces. 
once feel the chaſte Endearments of 


a kind and tender Wife, you would 
quickly renounce your heterodox No- | 
tions of the Sex, and inſtead of rack- 


ing your Inventions, and torturin 


the harmleſs Meaning of Authors for 
Matter of Scandal and Abuſe, you ! 
would apply yourſelves to the more 
agreeable Labour of ſtudying their 
Excellencies, and the beſt Ways and 


Means of recommending yourſelves 


to their Favour and ſmiling Appro- | 


bation. 
As to the other Sex, I did not in- 


tend to offer any thing Publickly ; be- 
cauſe ſuch a Number of them appear, 

by their Petition to Mr. Sec ator Ge- 
neral, thoroughly inclinable to the 


Married ſtate, (I wiſh my choice may 


was one Triſtitia Stale mentioned by 
Mr. Spe&ator in his Paper Jan 23. 


prove ſo) but recolleQing that there 


as valuing herſelf on the Character of | 


a Nun or a Veſtal, and that there are 
many more of fo weak a Diſpoſition as 


to prefer their Liberty, as they call it, 
to. the Duty incumbent on them, and 


the preſent Triumph in their Charms, 


to their future peace of mind; I ſhall 


make bold to leave to the conſideration 


of ſuch, ſome little Pieces I have 
pickt up, ready done to my hands, 
which ſeem very 4 propos to the Sub- 


jet, (and my Printer informing me 


there will be a ſpare Page or two, for 
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A paſſionate wy to 15 young Mai- 


A SONG. 


dens. | 


fol 


| . 11 
THINK, lovely Laſſes, 
How ſwiftly Time paſſes, 
And ſweepsaway Charmsasſo many Trifles, 
Beauty's Utenſils, 
Coſmetics and Pencils, 
Can never repair the Bloom that he rifles. 


3 
While you are Coquetting, 
To keep the Swain fretting, 
' Time ſteals off the Grace that makes the 
bright Viſion ; 
Then the Swain cooling, 
5 Upbraids your vain fooling, 
And you in return arereduc'd to Petition. 


III. 
Thoꝰ patched and Alaunting, 

Falſe Youth you are vaunting, 

Your frippery Charms but move ſome arch 
Joker; 

Spight of ſoft Twinkles, 

He'll ſwear by your Wrinkles, 
A grey frouzy Belle is a ſcurvy Provoker. 


IV. 
Youth keeps the Treaſures 
Muft purchaſe Love's Pleaſures ; 


But when of its Store rude Time ſhall be- 


reave ye, 
| Beggar'd old Miſſes 
Turn Mumpers for Kiſſes; 
You'll haunt the coy Swains, but none will 
relieve ye. 


V. | 
Think on your Figure, 
Diſrob'd by Tine's Rigour, 
When thofe you once charm'd, will dread 
| | to come near ye 
Then to preach Lectures, 
As Virgin Protectors, | 
On faithleſs Mankind, to Nymphs that will 
jeer ye. 
VI. 
Inwardly craving, 
But outwardly raving, 
What hopes of Repoſe, but in your ſtrong 
Garters ; | 
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Death, who's not ſparine 
To feed upon Carrion, 
Is the only Gallant that will then give v 
Quarters. | 


VII. 
But if, in Deſpite, 
He leave ye ſome Reſpite, 


You have but one Chance to move pitiful 


Sadneſs; 
When ſore affected, 
At Fondneſs neglected, 


You live to repent your paſt Folly i in Mad- 


neſs, 


VIII. 
Chloe, take Warning, 
And waſte not thy Morning, 


For then, only then, thy Love can delil;r, 


us; 
Thoſe blooming Graces 
We court to Embraces, 
At Noon will diſguſt, at Night will at- 
- fright us. 


EX; 
So the freſh Roſes, 
Aurora diſcloſes ; 
How fragrant, how fine, if then they be 
gather'd, 
But if neglected, 
By Sun- beams infected, 
How languid at Noon ! at Sunſet how wi: 


ther'd ! 
An Old Maiden Lady's Advice to al 
young Ones: ATALE, (by 4 


Baroneſs, ) | 
S Chloris on her downey Pillow lay 
Twixt Sleep and Wake, the Morning ſſid away, 
Soft at her Chamber Door a Tap ſh: heard, 


She liſten'd, and again, no one appear'd; 


Whoſe there the ſprightly Nymph with Courage crieg, 
© Madam, cis one who for your Lad'ſhip dies.” 
Sure tis Deſtruction! What! a dying Lover! 
What is't you ſay ? once more repeat it over. 
A ſecond Time theſe Accents fill'd her Eur; 
Sweet was the Sound, tranſported was the Fair. 
At length Mankind are juſt, her Ladyſhip ſid, 
Thre on her Gon, then ſlipt out of her Bed; 
Look't in her Glaſs, conſeſt him in the right. 
Whe thinks me not a Beauty, 'tis mere Spight, 
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Aſſemble ye Coquets, with Envy burn | 
To ſee the Wonders which my Eyes have done: 


Jn vain your pert and forward Airs you try, 
Mankind the more you court, the further fly ; 
And "tis for me, and only me, they dye. 

But how ſhall I receive him? cry'd the Dame : 
Prudence allows not Pity; — I muſt blame: 
Perhaps, poor Soul ! he's ſigh'd in ſecret long 
Ere that preſumptuous Thought fell from his Tongue: 


IL am the Cauſe, yet innocent by Heaven! 


Why were theſe E yes for ſuch Deſtruction given? 
is not my Fault; I did not make one Feature; 

Then turn'd, and look'd to view the dying Creature; 
But ah ' who ſhould th? enamour'd Swain now prove? 
A wretch who dy'd by Trade, and not for Love! 

No mortal Pen can figure her Surprize; 


"Wiſhing to truſt her Ears, bat not her Eyes: 
The approaching Storm her ſwelling Boſom ſhow'd , 
A while now Pale, then Red with Anger glow'd, 


She wept, {te rav'd, invok'd the Powers above, 
Who give no Eaſe, when old Maids talk of Love 


Fruitleſs her Prayers, and impotent her Rage, 


Let fierce as when two Females do engage. 


At Jength the Fire was ſpent, all was ſerene, 


And thus ſhe ſpoke, 


Ye blooming Maids, 1:t my Example prove, 
How oft your Sex miſtaken are in Love ; 

When Young we're cruel, and with Beauty play, 
Which, while we vainly parley, fades away. 


When old, encreaſe the Rigours of our Fate, 


We wiſh, and talk of Lovers, wien too late: 
As loit' ring Travellers who've loſt the Day, 


And hope in Nights rough ſhales to find their Way, 


Forlorn they tread the dreary Patlis in vain; 

Not of themſelves, but their hard Fate complain. 
So peeviſh Maids, when paſt their youthful bloom, 
On ſad remains and fancy'd Charms preſume, 
Lonely they wander, no Companion find, 

Then rail and quarrel with all humane kind. 

But let us to ourſelves for once be juſt, | 

And ſee our own Decays, and Wrinkles firſt. 
Whene'er to melting Sighs we lend an Ear, 

Think Youth and Beauty make the Men fincere : 
No other Powers their ſtubborn Hearts can move, 
Did ever Virtue light the Torch of Love ? 

From ſad experience I this Truth declare, 

I'm now abandon'd, tho' I once was fair. 
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I conceive this Lady would not 
have been reduc*d to ſuch an aban- 
don'd State, if inſtead of priding 


herſelf in the Vanity. of her Beau- 


ty, ſplendid Dreſs, and a Train of 


Admirers, (which by the by, with the 


prefent faſhionable ways of Courtſhip 
* and expected Flattery, gave me al- 


ways the ſtrongeſt Averſion to a cloſe 


Alliance with the Sex) ſhe had really 
conſider'd the end ſhe was made for, 
and Daily made uſe of the following 
Prayer. —- It is tranflated from an 
old Saxon Book cf Devotions, and 
was no doubt drawn up by ſome Pi- 
ous Prelates, and directed to be uſed 


by the Virgins of thoſe Days, when 


Modeſty was .not diſguiſed by Art, 
and Sincerity 1n declaring their natu- 
ral Sentiments, was a Virtue the 
were not aſham'd of. In this Boo 


is alſo a Prayer for all chaſte Batche- 


lors, much of the ſame kind ; one 
may ſuffice to ſhew the Primitive 
Practice. | 


Prayer to be ed daily ly 


young V Irgins. 


LORD, who art infinite in 
Power and Purity, and delight- 


eſt to aſſiſt the Chaſte and Innocent, 


look down with an Eye of Compaſ- 
fion on me a Virgin immaculate. 
Thou knoweſt, Lord, with what Care 
and Caution J have withſtood the ſoft 
Infinuations of wanton Men, and the 
too too preſſing Forwardneſs of a pi- 
tying Nature: How oft have I re- 
frained this curious Eye, and check'd 
the fond Heavings of this tender Bo- 
ſome? Is there a Paſſion incident to 
Youth that 1 have not mortified, or a 


gay 


* With Submiſſion to Mr Spectator, if he would 
pleaſe to enquire into the Effects of this Conduct, 1 
preſume he'll find that ſome of his Female Petitioners 
are neglected on account of their own behaviour, and 
therefore beg he'll take that Topic under Conſidera- 
tion, and lay a fine on ſuck Delinquents, as well as on 
Batchelors Con vit. | | 
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gay Delire that I have not withſtood ? 
The Luſts of the Fleſh have I ab- 
horr'd, and the Laws of Chaſtity have 
been my Pelight. But we are taught 
that thou haſt not made any thing 1n 
vain ; nor is there a uſeleſs Superflu- 
ity in all thy Works: To what End 
then were theſe Beauties given ; and 
whereto tend theſe ſoft Emotions? 
Are thoſe never to be enjoy'd, and 
theſe always to be ſtifled ? Sure in 
thine own good Time thou wilt ſend 


Relief: And when thou haſt try'd 


me, thou wilt have Mercy. Inceſ- 
ſantly then will I pray and cry unto 
thee, How long! how long! when 
ſhall 1 be releaſed from theſe daily 
Strugglings, and enjoy the bleſt Fruits 
of this my Warfare > Oh! ſend me 


what I am by Nature formed for, that 


J may anſwer the End of my Creation 
in Fear and Hope; in Fear of thee 
and thy Commandment, and in hope 
of being made a joyful Mother to thy 
Praiſe, and the full Content of me 
thy Servant. 
a Crown to the Husband thou ſhalt 
be pleas'd to beſtow upon me, ſo that he 


may glory in me, and not be aſnam d. 


— 


can't conclude without taking No- 
tice of my being rallied one Evening 


at our Club, upon a diſcovery of my 


Change of Sentiments, and that next 
morning a bantering Letter was ſent 
me with the following Recipe inc loſed, 


To JohN SINGLE of Grays Inn,Eſq; 


A Cure for Love. 


Read, Try, and Judge, 
half the quantity of Indiſference, Jen 


1 Ake Eight Ounces of Confideration, | 


Grains of Ingratitude, a Pound of 


Patience, a ſmall Sprig of Rue, Two good 


HFandfulls of Employment, Four Months 


Aſeuce, mix it with the conſtant Conver- 
ſation of a Rival. To this you may add 


A as much Diſcretion as Nature has allotted | 
vou. Then boll all together without In- 
termiſſion, till a third part be conſumed, 


cooling it with a few Shghts ; ſpread that 


Finally, Let me be as 


on the Thoughts of your Miſtreſſes Tnper- 
fections. Then apply the Plaiſter lukewarm 
to the Heart, and beſure not to take it off 
till it comes off it ſelf, and if this docs 


not prove ſucceſsful, read ſeriouſly your 


own Batchelar*s Eſtimate. 


Not knowing who this Friend that 
takes upon him to be my Phy/ician, 
is, J here return him the following 


Anſwer. 


A] kind Phyſician, thy Receipt will 


prove 

Of little ſervice to thy Friend in Love 
When e' er Conſideration I employ, 

New Beauties in the Charmer I deſcry : 
To all Perfection ſhe hath juſt pretence, 
And thaws my Soul from cold Indiffcronce 
Ingratitude's a Guilt ſhe does not know, 


She thanks the Heavn's for bleſſing they 
| beſtow ; | 


She other Obligations never knew, 

For all the Earth affords is but her due. 
Speak Patience to the wretch upon the wheel, 
He knows no Torment like the Pangs I feel. 
No Rue apply'd can &er my Pain remove, 
Thore is no Cure, alas! in Herbs for Love.“ 
Employment has my Peace of Mind deſtroy'd, 
For ' tis on her my Thoughts are all employ*d. 
To little Paſſions Abſence gives a Cure, 

To greatecres adds, and makes 'em toendure- 


So Wind puts out the Candles glimmering 
Light, 


And makes the raging Furnace ſhine more 


Bright. 
Each Place produces Rivals to my view, 
She but appears, and ſhe creates them new. 
In vain like me her favours they implore ; 
Iam her Slave with many Thouſands more; 


But ſure where Numbers in Opinion meet, 


To act as they do is to be Diſcreet. 
For ImperſeFionswou'd you ſearch the Fair, 
Find ſpots on Ermine, tinge the ambient Air. 
Teach me the art to be no more her ſlave, 
And write thy Skill upon the reſtleſs wave; 
All theſe you muſt perform &er I can find, 
Faulls in her Perſon, Blemiſh in her Mind. 
My Eſtimate I have maturely ſcann'd, 
And chang'd Opinion on the betrer hand, 
| Yoon [am 
* Hei mihi quod nudis Au or eſi nedicablis herbis Ov, 
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J am aware that ſome of my old 


dg pee ſuſpect the Sincerity of 
my 


ecantation ; but I muſt call in 
queſtion the Candour of fuch a Pro- 
cedure, when they could ſo readily 
believe the Recantation made by a 
young Lady the next morning after 
ſhe had promiſed a Relation to lead a 
Recluſe Life, contained in the follow- 
ing Verſes, which were written by 
herſelf, and produced at our Club, as a 


Reflection on the frailty of female Lows, 


but 7 appeal to Mr Spe&ator, that in- 
ſtead of deſerving ſuch a hard Cenſure, 


it is a commendable Act, to relinquiſh 


any Principles ſo' deſtructive of rhe 
Public Weal, as he hath made Celebacy 
appear to be. 


A young Lady's Recantation 
of her Vow to tura Nun. 


J. 
X IL Compliance apart, 
| I exammn'd my Heart 
Laſt Night, when I laid me to Reſt; 


And methinks Pm inclin'd 


To alter my Mind ; 


y 


For you know ſecond Thoughts are the beſt, 


) ; \ 
8 

To retire from the Crowd, 
And make ourſelves good, 

By avoiding all Kinds of Temptation; 
Tis in truth to reveal 
What we'd better conceal, 

That our Paſſions want ſome Regulation. 


"me 


It will better redound 
To our Praiſe, to be found 


In a World fo abounding with Evil, 


Unpolluted, and pure, 
Tho? not ſo demure, 
As to wage open war with the Devil. 


IV. 


So bidding Farewel 
To all Thoughts of a Cell, 
I prepare for a militant Life ; 
And when brought to Diſtreſs, 
O then I'll confeſs, 
And do Penance in Form of a Mife. 
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